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The employees in KAHCF member facilities provide 
heroic service to their residents. Yet where would 
we be without the true heroes in our facilities – the 
residents themselves? Many of them have stories of 
serving our country in times of war, surviving the 
Great Depression and other national times of crisis, 
or simply raising and providing for their families. 
Whatever their stories, our residents are heroes 
to their children and grandchildren and to us for 
shaping our nation. This edition of Heroes of Long 
Term Care pays tributes to our resident heroes.

Floyd and Betty Branham
Metcalfe Health Care Center, Edmonton
The Branhams were recently crowned Valentine King 
& Queen at Metcalfe Health Care Center.  
Their coronation is appropriate as they  
will celebrate their 64th anniversary  
in April. Because of their “royal”  
status, they were treated to a private  
meal of their choice, complete with  
soft music and roses. They have  
spent most of their life working  
together either on the farm  
or in the county school system.  
When asked what the key is  
to such a long, happy marriage,  
Mr. Branham quickly replied,  
“Trust. You have to trust one  
another and we always have.”  
Their story is certainly an  
inspiration to couples everywhere.  



2 Heroes • Spring 2010 • www.kahcf.org 

Sylvia Morris
The Grandview Nursing & Rehabilitation Facility, Campbellsville
Sylvia Morris came to The Grandview in 2007 with a servant’s heart and 
a willingness to always help others. She attended Campbellsville University 
from 1971-1978, earning a B.A. in Sociology, and later became the Dean 
of Students. She counseled many students, helping them find jobs on campus 
and after graduation. Since coming to the Grandview, she has helped lead 
activities, and also enjoys crafts, music, church and singing. She said the 
thing she likes best about being at The Grandview is “the people.”  

Wilma Warren
Wolfe County Health Care Center, Campton
Wilma Warren has devoted her life to 
serving others. She has been a minister for 
61 years and pastored several mountain 
churches, including some she had to reach 
by horseback.  Wilma learned to drive on a 
standard Model A Ford, and survived flash 
floods during her childhood.  In Bolivia, 
she has participated in missionwork in areas 
where people walked all night to attend the 
church services. Wilma continues to serve 
others as she conducts Bible Study and 
Bible Trivia activities, and is assisting one 
resident to learn to read.

Edie Seagraves
Rockcastle Hospital and Respiratory Center, 
Mt. Vernon
Do you need advice from a wise sage?  Ms. 
Edie is the resident to ask. She has been a nurse, 
mother of ten, panned for gold, built her own 
home, and made her own soap.  She was raised 
when times were tough and money scarce and 
shares her stories and wisdom with younger 
residents. She believes we are responsible for 
caring for our planet and has learned to recycle 
and reuse. 

Helen LaFrance
Heritage Manor Facility, 
Mayfield
Helen is special treasure not just in 
Mayfield, but across the country, 
thanks to her paintings like the one 
shown here. Her artwork depicting 
church and farm landscapes adorn 
the walls at not only Heritage Manor, 
but also the homes of Bill Cosby 
and Oprah Winfrey. A self-taught 
African-American artist born in 
1919, Helen practices what her 
mother taught her – “paint what you 
know.” Her specialty is capturing the 
disappearing lifestyle of the rural 
South in her paintings, and staff and 
residents enjoy watching her create 
her masterpieces.
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DonalD McGuirE
South Shore Nursing & 
Rehabilitation
Donald is a life-long native of South 
Shore.  He has two children and retired 
from Taylor Brickyard. Donald is an 
eight-year veteran, earning the rank 
of Master Sergeant.  He was an active 
member of the Moose, Eagles, and 
American Legion.  Donald’s nobility 
made him an ideal candidate for one of 
Kentucky’s most prestigious awards, 
receiving the designation of Kentucky 
Colonel in 2003. He can often be found 
during basketball season cheering on 
UK and also likes bowling.

Onzie Goodman
Britthaven of Somerset
onzie served in the military as a supply clerk first 
at Fort Knox and then at Fort Bliss, Texas. after 
leaving the military, he developed his need for 
speed by building and racing cars until July 17, 
1971, when he wrecked. He was paralyzed for five 
months and needed many hours of therapy to get 
back on his feet. He came to Britthaven on august 
6, 2008. “i have been here two years and it is 
the best,” he said. “i get along with everyone and 
they’re nice to me.”

Hubert Slusher  
Golden LivingCenter – Camelot, Louisville

Hubert and his unbridled spirit truly adds to Camelot’s 
character.  He is president of the resident council, a 
responsibility he takes very seriously as he serves as an 
advocate and active voice for all residents.  He is a decorated 
WWII veteran that is proud to have served his country.  He 
is an avid University of Kentucky basketball fan that can 
rival any commentator on the game playback.  His love of 
country, loyalty to fellow man, and his outspoken support and 
advocacy are the driving force of this inspiring individual.  

Pearl McGee
Hillcrest Nursing Home, Corbin
Pearl knows a thing or two about rural 
life after growing up on a farm with her 
parents and sisters.  They raised broiler 
chickens, milk cows and hogs. As a teen-
ager, Pearl won a sewing machine through 
a mail-in contest.  She used it to create 
beautiful bonnets which she still wears 
daily.  Pearl first came to Hillcrest to visit 
her sister who was a resident. She said she 
liked it so much that when her nephew 
tried to get her to move into his home, she 
asked him to bring her to Hillcrest and 
signed herself in.  Pearl says that she “took 
up homestead here.”  She is very involved 
in facility life, and always has a handful of 
treasures with her from her collection of 
stuffed animals.
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Harold with the resident dog Brutus.

Harold Vice
Hazard Nursing Home
A happy nursing facility resident spreads that happiness to those 
around him.  Harold fills that role in Hazard. He greets everyone 
with a smile and a pleasant “How are you?”  Frequently, employees 
have commented, “He is such a well-mannered gentleman.”  In the 
short time Harold has been residing there, he has made numerous 
friends who make a point to sit with him during activity programs.  
Even the young enjoy being around Harold. Recently a school class 
visited, and Harold quickly became a favorite among the students. 
Evident by smiles and laughter, they quickly became absorbed in 
cheerful conversations.

HElEn auSTin
Williamsburg Nursing Home
Helen first came to Williamsburg in 2004 and has been 
a joy to be around, as vibrant at 98 as she was years 
ago. Don’t challenge her to a game of Bingo as she 
has earned the crown of Queen of Bingo. She stays 
active, participating in the facility’s own Southern Bells 
musical group, Bridge Club and a Red Hat Lady. She 
was also resident council president and was crowned 
Ms. Williamsburg Nursing Home in 2006.  She is very 
much involved and enjoys participating in fund-raisers 
and special events outside the facility. When asked the 
secret to a long, healthy and happy life, she said, “Make 
the most you can of every day you have, and oh, I eat 
oatmeal for breakfast every day!”

Wanda Conley
Kingsbrook Lifecare Center, Ashland
When you visit Kingsbrook, chances are you’ll meet 
Wanda. It doesn’t matter if she knows you or not, 
she will have something to say that will catch your 
attention with her great sense of humor. Wanda is 
a huge University of Kentucky basketball fan, and 
rightfully so. Her son Larry Conley was a basketball 
great from Ashland, and then went on to play for 
the Wildcats. He is a household name and can be 
seen announcing the televised SEC games.  Needless 
to say, Wanda is very proud to hear her name 
mentioned occasionally during a game by her son. 
Larry once told on national TV that the staff should 
make note of the fact that Wanda’s bark was worse 
than her bite!
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DruE WEarEn
The Terrace Nursing and Rehabilitation Facility, Berea
Every since Drue came to live at The Terrace two years ago, she has been on the go. 
Whether it is lunch at Historic Boone Tavern or the christmas lights at the Kentucky 
Horse Park, she is ready for the trip. and when she came, her daughter Diana Joyner 
became a fixture as well. Diana frequently volunteers at activities, dressing as a clown, 
or wearing reindeer ears or helping with fund raising. The Terrace is thankful for this 
thoughtful, fun and dynamic mother-daughter team.

VirGinia coMBS
Knott County Nursing Home
The name “Virginia” means Pure, of Royalty and 
Nobility. Virginia respectfully respectfully exhibits 
those traits. Adorned with a magnificent tiara atop her 
graying hair, she proudly accepted the distinguished title 
of Knott County Nursing Home’s Valentine “Princess.” 
Her flawless, aging face is always aglow with laughter 
and a zest for life. Virginia’s heart is filled with love and 
tenderness towards everyone she encounters. Her smile 
radiates a feeling of warmth and compassion and is 
everyone’s “Best Friend.”

Sarah Crump
Golden LivingCenter – Frankfort
Sarah has inspired so many at GLC- Frankfort with 
her remarkable history and current endeavors.  
She has raised her biological, adopted and foster 
children, while working in a sewing factory for years, 
and later opening her own ceramic shop. She did 
all that while actively volunteering in the community.  
Whether assisting families to and from waiting and 
recovery rooms, serving on the Hospice Bereavement 
Team, or escorting patients for testing, she has 
exemplified compassion.  Currently practicing for 
the Easter Cantata with her singing group, “Grace 
Notes,” there is no end to her energy.  



6 Heroes • Spring 2010 • www.kahcf.org 

 

Mattie Martin
Edmonson Care and Rehabilitation Center, Brownsville
Mattie serves as Edmonson’s Resident/Volunteer. She feeds 
the fish every day and keeps water in the tanks for them. She 
also loves to fill the bird feeders and watch the birds empty 
them again and again. In the summer, she is a great help in 
the resident garden. She is also the President of the Resident 
Council and is a wonderful help to residents as well as staff. 
Mattie is always the first to help someone in need. She is a  
true asset and a smiling face whenever you see her.

Betty Hemmer
Golden LivingCenter – Vanceburg
Ten years ago, this wonderful lady came to Vanceburg 
from Florida, bringing her own piece of sunshine. 
Betty has become an integral part of Vanceburg life.  
She has served as Resident Council President for seven 
years. She is the morning “voice” of our center as she 
announces the menus and activities for the day, and 
offers Bible readings. She leads the “Meet and Greet” 
initiative, visiting with new residents and providing 
them with lap quilts she has helped create in our 
sewing center.

JoHnEEn ‘nina’ SallEE
Barbourville Nursing Home
Johneen had a long road to get to Barbourville. after being paralyzed 
in a car accident, nina admitted herself to a nursing facility near 
her home and later lived with her daughter. She ended up in a local 
hospital and decided to try life in a nursing facility again.  nina said as 
soon as she arrived at Barbourville, she knew she was home. nina said 
she loves the staff and other residents, adding they make her feel like 
family that comes to visit every day. nina said that through her sadness 
of realizing that she is now paralyzed, she thanks God that she is alive 
and is able to speak to her family and watch her children grow up. 



7Heroes • Spring 2010 • www.kahcf.org 

louella Moore
Robertson County Health Care Facility
louella was a fixture in robertson county long before she came 
to the facility to live in october 2009. She worked at Blue licks 
State Park for 31 years, greeting visitors and giving tours of the 
museum. louella was married to Bill Moore for 25 years. She enjoys 
gardening and yard work, while Bible study and music lessons are 
just a couple of her favorite activities at the facility. 

caTHErinE WiyGul
Letcher Manor Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Facility, Whitesburg
Catherine was asked “What would you do if you won the lottery 
tomorrow?”  She selflessly answered, “build an Alzheimer’s wing 
on to the building.”  This is not an unusual statement for Catherine, 
as she has always been focused on helping others. She began 
working at a Florida hospital at a very young age with aspirations 
of becoming a nurse.  When her own physical ailments would not 
allow this option, she eventually became the hospital Treasurer.  
She was, and continues to be, a caring and compassionate advocate 
for patient health care.  She has nothing but praise for Letcher 
Manor, stating, “If you can’t stay at your own home, you couldn’t 
find a better place.”

Edd Lambdin
Britthaven of Pineville
Edd has painted folk art for more than 30 years, and 
his work can be viewed at many museums, including 
Owensboro Museum of Art, the Kentucky Folk Art 
Center and the Huntington Museum. Edd is a mountain 
lover and spent most of his life roaming the mountains.  
He has the unique ability to spot a piece of unusual 
wood and turn it into his next piece of natural art.  He is 
currently working on a piece he found while hiking that 
will soon become a giant black snake. Much of his work 
becomes “critters” like snakes, monkeys, and lizards.
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Mary Peterson
Nazareth Home, Louisville
Wherever people are gathered at Nazareth Home, they 
will find the warm, welcoming presence of Mary Peterson.  
She attends and promotes all the organized activities and 
programs, being voted the Queen of Hearts in 2009 at the 
Valentine Ball. But it is in the quieter moments and times that 
Mrs. Peterson inspires. When folks are sick, she checks in on 
them with a kind word and sometimes a prayer.  And, when 
anyone, staff or resident, appears to be in a rough spot, she 
gives calm encouragement and her loving smile smoothes out 
the day.  

Joanne Smith
Golden LivingCenter, Mt. Holly, Louisville
Joanne embodies the spirit of Golden LivingCenter Mt. 
Holly. Serving as Resident Council President for 2 years, 
she encourages free and open communication for a healthy 
and harmonious environment.  Having lived at the center 
for almost eight years, with her husband at her side, Joanne 
welcomes everyone with her warm smile and infinite 
wisdom.  Her faith is her foundation and she expresses 
herself in many ways, from writing poetry for recognition 
of individual contributions to writing her state legislators in 
regards to current events.  


